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eighth day the cardinals were to starve until they had made
their choice.
This   procedure   was   soon   neglected,   but   Clement's
immediate successors were nevertheless elected with reason-
able despatch.    The first reigned for only six months, the
next for less than six weeks, and the third not much longer.
In June, 1277, Nicholas III occupied the papal throne.    He
meant to make his house, the Orsini, great in the land, and
loaded his relatives with riches and castles, which he seized
in the name of  the   Church.    He  quarrelled  with  that
champion of the papacy, Charles of Anjou, and on the death
of Nicholas three years later, Charles planned to secure the
nomination of a French Pope favourable  to  his  designs..
Nicholas had raised several of his relatives to the cardinalate
and they bitterly opposed the scheme, but after six months
of   disputation,   Charles   had   his   way.     A   Frenchman,
Martin  IV, was  elected, and showed himself servile  to
Charles.    But the great ambitions of Charles—he wanted to
make himself master of Byzantium—were ruined through
the Sicilian Vespers.    He had been a tyrant in his kingdom
of  Sicily, and the people  of Palermo  rose against him,
massacring every Frenchman on whom they could lay their
hands.
Charles died in February, 1285, and his creature,
Martin IV, in the following month. No one seemed to
have much interest in the election of the next pope, and
Honorius IV was the nominee of no prince. His successor,
Nicholas IV, favoured the house of Colonna, which soon
rivalled the Orsini in the hierarchy of the Church. During
Nicholas's pontificate came the tidings of the expulsion of
the Latins from the East, but even in face of this disaster
the cardinals could not work amicably, and when they met
to elect a new pope in the following year the same bitter
disputes broke out. There were two factions, one led by
the Orsini, the other by the Colonna. Neither would give

